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CLAIMS 

1 . A lamp driver system for selectively driving a first lamp and a second lamp, the lamp 
driver system comprising: 

a fault detector, the fault detector coupled to the first lamp and the second lamp to 
determine when a failure occurs in the first lamp or the second lamp; and 

an output steering device, the output steering device selectively driving the first lamp 
and the second lamp in response to failures detected in the first lamp or the second lamp. 



2. The lamp driver system of claim 1 wherein the first lamp and the second lamp comprise 
fluorescent lamps. 



3. The lamp driver system of claim 1 wherein the first lamp and the second lamp comprise 
fluorescent lamps in a liquid crystal display system. 



4. The lamp driver system of claim 1 wherein the fault detector is coupled to the first lamp 
and the second lamp through a first photo detector at the first lamp and a second photo 
detector at the second lamp. 



5. The lamp driver system of claim 1 wherein the fault detector comprises a 

microcontroller configured to determine when a failure has occurred in the first or 
second lamp. 
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6. The lamp driver system of claim 1 wherein the output steering device drives the first 
lamp until a failure in the first lamp is detected by the fault detector, and wherein the 
output steering device drives the second lamp when a failure is detected in the first lamp. 



7. The lamp driver system of claim 1 wherein the output steering device comprises a 
programmable device that selectively directs an output of a power amplifier. 



8. The lamp driver system of claim 7 wherein the programmable device comprises a 
microcontroller, a complex programmable logic device (CPLD), field programmable 
gate array (FPGA), or application specific integrated circuit (ASIC). 
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9. A lamp driver system for selectively driving a first lamp and a second lamp, the lamp 
driver system comprising: 

a first controller, the first controller selectively driving the first lamp and the second 
lamp; and 

a fault detector, the fault detector coupled to the first lamp and the second lamp to 
determine when a failure occurs in the first lamp or the second lamp, and wherein the 
fault detected is coupled to the first controller to determine when a failure occurs in the 
first controller; and 

a second controller, second controller selectively driving the first lamp and the second 
lamp when a failure occurs in the first controller. 



10. The lamp driver system of claim 9 wherein the first lamp and the second lamp comprises 
fluorescent lamps in a liquid crystal display. 



1 1 . The lamp driver system of claim 9 wherein the first controller further comprises a first 
output steering device, the first output steering device selectively controlling an output 
of the first controller to selectively drive the first lamp and the second lamp. 



12. The lamp driver system of claim 1 1 wherein the second controller further comprises a 
second output steering device, the second output steering device selectively controlling 
an output of the second controller to selectively drive the first lamp and the second lamp. 
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13. The lamp driver system of claim 1 1 wherein the fault detector comprises a 

programmable device configured to determine when a failure has occurred in the first 
second lamp and when a failure has occurred in the first controller. 



14. The lamp driver system of claim 13 wherein the programmable device further 
selectively enables a power amplifier in the lamp driver system. 



15. The lamp driver system of claim 13 wherein the programmable device comprises a 
microcontroller, a complex programmable logic device (CPLD), field programmable 
gate array (FPGA), or application specific integrated circuit (ASIC). 
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16. A lamp driver system for selectively driving a first lamp and a second lamp, the lamp 
driver system comprising: 

a first controller, the first controller including: 

a first fault detector, the first fault detector coupled to the first lamp and the second 
lamp to determine when a failure occurs in the first lamp or the second lamp; 

a first output steering device, the first output steering device selectively driving the 
first lamp and the second lamp; and 

a second controller, the second controller including: 

a second fault detector, the second fault detector coupled to the first lamp and the 
second lamp to determine when a failure occurs in the first lamp or the second lamp 
and coupled to the first controller to determine when a failure occurs in the first 
controller; and 

a second output steering device, the second output steering device selectively driving 
the first lamp and the second lamp. 



17. The lamp driver system of claim 16 wherein the first fault detector and the first output 
steering device comprises a first programmable device configured to determine when a 
failure has occurred in the first or second lamp and when a failure has occurred in the 
second controller. 
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18. The lamp driver system of claim 17 wherein the second fault detector and the second 
output steering device comprises a second programmable device configured to 
determine when a failure has occurred in the first or second lamp and when a failure has 
occurred in the first controller. 



19. The lamp driver system of claim 18 wherein the first programmable device and the 
second programmable device comprise a microcontroller, a complex programmable 
logic device (CPLD), field programmable gate array (FPGA), or application specific 
integrated circuit (ASIC). 



20. The lamp driver system of claim 16 wherein the first lamp and the second lamp 
comprises fluorescent lamps in a liquid crystal display. 
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